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BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 


JOHN DUFFY, an engineering geologist and avid surfer, looks at the massive Mud Creek landslide in Big 
Sur, which buried Highway 1. With autumn’s big surf coming, he and others are concerned about erosion. 


Digging out from 
the Mud Creek slide 


Engineers battle nature to reconnect Highway 1 


By Thomas Curwen 
REPORTING FROM MUD CREEK, CALIF. 


n a sunbaked, dust-scoured 
road overlooking the Big Sur 
coast, four men in hard hats 
and fluorescent vests huddle 
against the stiffening wind. 
Worry isn’t in their nature, but that 
doesn’t mean they aren’t concerned. 

This Wednesday morning, with the 
summer nearly over, portents of fall — 
like the wind — bring uncertainty, and 
uncertainty can mean trouble when 
you’re standing on top of the largest land- 
slide to bury Highway 1. 

“Come the middle of November, we’re 
going to start seeing big surf coming in 
from Hawaii, and it’s going to just clobber 
the toe.” 

John Duffy is speaking. He is an engi- 


Monterey 10 MILES 


PFEIFFER CANYON 
BRIDGE 


“REOPENED. IN 
OCTOBER 


MUD CREEK SLIDE—®: 


Ragged i 


Sources: OpenStreetMap, MapZen, 
Caltrans 


Los Angeles Times 


neering geologist, 63 years old, and often 
cited as an expert in landslide manage- 
ment. He is also an avid surfer. 

Duffy is concerned about erosion. 
Loss of the toe — the 15 acres of land that 
the slide pushed out to sea — would com- 
promise what they’ve accomplished in 
the last four months. 

“We’ve already lost 100 feet of shore- 
line,” says Lance Gorman, a major dam- 
age restoration engineer. 

The men look down at the excavators 
and dozers maneuvering massive chunks 
of granite on the south flank of the toe 
into what looks like a breakwater just 
above the wrack line. A similar barrier 
was recently completed on the north 
flank. 

Ever since May, when a near-vertical 
slope of mountain collapsed at a place 
called Mud Creek, [See Slide, A10] 


MARCUS YAM Los Angeles Times 


Democrats have 
a rare chance 


Alabama Senate race 
now appears to be a 
toss-up. NATION, A8 


Legionnaires’ 
sickens 12 


Nine went to Disney- 
land; cooling towers 
shut off. CALIFORNIA 


USC defeats 
Colorado, 38-24 
Trojans clinch Pac-12 
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AN AFGHAN soldier gets clear of a departing helicopter at Camp Shorab, Hel- 
mand province, where the U.S. Task Force Southwest has revitalized local forces. 


Return of the Marines 


US. task force turns the tide in an Afghan province 


By SHASHANK BENGALI 


LASHKAR GAH, Af- 
ghanistan — When U.S. Mar- 
ines entered the Afghan mil- 
itary’s operations control 
center at an airfield here in 
April, they found a scene of 
confusion. 

Afghan officers were co- 
ordinating operations 
against Taliban insurgents 
using paper maps taped to 
the walls. They were uncer- 
tain of the locations of key 
mosques, hospitals, bridges 
— even their own ground 
troops. 

The war was going badly 


in Helmand, one of Af- 
ghanistan’s most volatile 
provinces and the deadliest 
for international forces in 16 
years of hostilities. Since the 
Marines left in 2014 as part of 
a U.S. military drawdown, 
Afghan forces were losing 
scores of troops every month 
and had watched the Tali- 
ban march up to the out- 
skirts of the provincial capi- 
tal of Lashkar Gah, lobbing 
rockets inside the airfield. 
Seven months after a 
Marine-led task force re- 
turned, Helmand has be- 
come one of the few bright 
spots in the Afghan war, of- 
fering a blueprint for Presi- 


dent Trump’s troop surge, 
which will raise the number 
of American service mem- 
bers training and advising 
Afghan soldiers and police 

from 11,000 to about 15,000. 
At the outset, afew dozen 
Marines moved into a series 
of low-slung buildings at 
Bost airfield outside 
Lashkar Gah, which houses 
an Afghan army brigade, the 
provincial police head- 
quarters and the regional 
military control center. The 
Marines cleared cobwebs 
and old clothes out ofa stor- 
age room and converted it 
into a mess hall where they 
[See Marines, A6] 
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[rump says 
he believes 
Putin’s denial 


The president says the 
Russian leader told 


him he didn’t ‘meddle 
in our election.’ 


By NOAH BIERMAN 


DA NANG, Vietnam — 
President Trump on Sat- 
urday repeatedly defended 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin against charges that 
the Russian government 
meddled in last year’s U.S. 
elections, apparently vouch- 
ing for Putin’s assurances 
that there was no inter- 
ference despite the U.S. in- 
telligence community’s re- 
ports to the contrary. 

“Every time he sees me, 
he says, ‘I didn’t do that,’ ” 
Trump told reporters 
aboard Air Force One, while 
traveling in Vietnam during 
his 12-day Asia trip. “I really 
believe that when he tells me 
that, he means it.” 

In contrast, Trump 
lashed out at former U.S. na- 
tional security officials who 
sounded the alarm about 
Russian interference, in- 
cluding former CIA Director 
John Brennan, former Di- 
rector of National Intelli- 
gence James R. Clapper and 
former FBI Director James 
B. Comey, whom Trump 
fired earlier this year. 

“They’re political hacks,” 


the president said. “And you 
have President Putin very 
strongly, vehemently says he 
had nothing to do with that.” 

Trump’s comments drew 
strong condemnation from 
lawmakers and national se- 
curity officials back in the 
US. 

Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) criticized 
Trump via Twitter. “There’s 
nothing ‘America First 
about taking the word of 
KGB colonel over US intelli- 
gence community,” McCain 
wrote, referring to Putin’s 
past as a Soviet intelligence 
officer. 

Later during Trump’s Vi- 
etnam visit, Trump ap- 
peared to try to qualify his 
Putin remarks, saying that 
he supports the U.S. intelli- 
gence community but thinks 
Putin sincerely believes Rus- 
sia didn’t meddle in the 2016 
elections. 

“I believe very much in 
our intelligence agencies,” 
the president said at a brief 
news conference in Hanoi 
with Vietnam’s leader. “Now, 
at the same time ... I think it 
is very important to get 
along with Russia.” 

Trump’s appointees to 
lead the intelligence agen- 
cies, including current CIA 
Director Mike Pompeo, have 
testified before Congress 
that they stand by the as- 

[See Trump, A4] 


Bomber assembly 
rouses Northrop’s 
secret desert site 


Pentagon plans to buy 
100 of the defense 
contractor’s B-2ls for 
at least $80 billion. 


By RALPH VARTABEDIAN, 
W.J. HENNIGAN AND 
SAMANTHA MASUNAGA 


Aonce-empty parking lot 
at Northrop Grumman 
Corp.’s top-secret aircraft 
plant in Palmdale is now 
jammed with cars that pour 
in during the predawn 
hours. 

More than a thousand 
new employees are working 
for the time being in rows of 
temporary trailers, a dozen 
tan-colored tents and a vast 
assembly hangar at the 
desert site near the edge of 
urban Los Angeles County. 

Itis here that Northrop is 
building the Air Force’s new 
B-21 bomber, a stealthy bat- 
winged jet that is being de- 
signed to slip behind any ad- 
versary’s air defense system 


and deliver devastating 
airstrikes for decades to 
come. The Pentagon is aim- 
ing to buy 100 of the bombers 
by the mid-2030s for at least 
$80 billion, though the exact 
amount is classified. 

Northrop won the bomb- 
er contract in 2015, but the 
pace of activity is ramping 
up sharply under an Air 
Force budget that has 
reached $2 billion for this fis- 
cal year. 

Construction crews are 
getting ready to add 1 million 
square feet to the plant, a 
50% increase over what is al- 
ready a huge facility that is 
protected by razor wire- 
topped fences, electronic 
sensors and military air 
space surveillance, accord- 
ing tointerviews and govern- 
ment documents. 

The project marks a 
sharp turnaround in the for- 
tunes of the Southern Cali- 
fornia aerospace industry, 
which has been atrophying 
since the end of the Cold 
War. It was widely assumed 
that the region would never 

[See Bomber, A14] 


